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(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to a method for supporting the quality of service (QoS) in packet data transmission between a wireless terminal 
(MT), having data communication with a radio access network, and a data network (LN), in which method data transmission between the 
terminal (MT) and the radio access network (2) is controlled by at least one mobile IP router (5, 5\ 5"). Further, in the method data is 
transmitted in radio flows between the wireless terminal (MT) and the mobile IP router (5 t 5\ 5'*). In the method, a flow label is defined 
for at least one radio flow and the desired quality of service is defined for the radio flow. 
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A METHOD IN PACKET DATA TRANSMISSION BETWEEN A WIRELESS 
TERMINAL AND A MOBILE IP ROUTER 

The present invention relates to a method as set forth in the preamble 
of the appended claim 1 for connecting data flows in wireless commu- 
5 nication according to the Internet protocol, a system as set forth in the 
preamble of the appended claim 8, and an access point as set forth in 
the preamble of the appended claim 12. 

The International Standardisation Organisation ISO has developed an 
10 open system interconnection (OSI) model for describing the distribution 
of data transmission in different layers. The layers are, listed from top 
downwards, an application layer (layer 7), a presentation layer (layer 6), 
a session layer (layer 5), a transport layer (layer 4), a network layer 
(layer 3), a data link layer (layer 2), and a physical layer (layer 1). In 
15 view of the present specification, the most essential layers are the 
physical layer, the data link layer, the network layer, and the application 
layer. 

The term "Internet" is commonly used to describe an information re- 
20 source from which information can be retrieved from a data processor, 
such as a personal computer (PC). The data processor communicates 
via a modem with a telecommunication network. This information re- 
source is distributed world-wide, comprising several storage locations 
which also communicate with the telecommunication network. The 
25 Internet is made operable by defining certain data communication stan- 
dards and protocols, such as TCP (transmission control protocol), UPD 
(user datagram protocol), and IP (Internet protocol), .which are used for 
controlling data transmission between numerous parts of the Internet. 
The TPC and the UDP are involved with preventing and correcting data 
30 transmission errors in the data transmitted in the Internet; the IP is 
involved with data structure and routing. The currently used versions of 
the Internet protocol are IPv4 and IPv6. 

Thanks to the growing popularity of open data systems, the Transmis- 
35 sion Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) communication proto- 
col has become a generally used protocol whereby computers of differ- 
ent sizes and brands can communicate with each other. TCP/IP sup- 
port is currently available for almost all operating systems. The network 
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layer protocol of TCP/IP, the Internet Protocol IP, is intended to be 
routed by gateways, Le. routers. The routing is conducted by means of 
IP addresses and routing tables. 

5 In the Internet, each device has its own individual IP address. In the 
Internet protocol version IPv4, the IP address consists of 32 bits, Le. it 
is a digit of four bytes which is divided in two parts: an organisation- 
specific network address and a network-specific device address. In the 
more recent Internet protocol version IPv6, the length of address fields 
10 has been added to 128 bits, which means in practice that an individual 
address can be reserved for all devices that are connected with the 
Internet network. Figure 1 shows in IPv6 the blocks of the data packet 
in Internet messages. 



15 The header block consists of the following elements: 



20 



25 



30 



Version 
Prio. 

Flow label 
Payload length 



Next header 
Hop limit 



Source address 



Destination address 



IP version of 4 bits (=6), 
priority of 4 bits, 

24 bit label for identifying the connection in the 
application layer, 

16 bit integer indicating the length of the payload, 
i.e. the length of the packet after the header in 
bytes, 

data of 8 bits determining the header immediately 
following the IPv6 header, 

integer counter of 8 bits which is reduced by one 
at the each device (node) which transmits the 
packet further; the packet is rejected if the value 
is reduced to zero, 

the 128 bit address of the sender of the original 
packet, 

the 128 bit address of the intended recipient. 



35 



The header is followed by the payload block, i.e. the actual information 
to be transmitted. 



Physically, the Internet consists of communication networks arranged in 
a hierarchy, for example local area networks (LAN), regional telecom- 
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munication networks and international telecommunicatidn networks. 
These communication networks are coupled internally and externally 
with routers which transmit information from the transmitting terminal 
equipment or from the preceding router in the chain of data transmis- 
5 sion, and route the information to the receiving terminal equipment or to 
the next router in the chain of data transmission. 

Below in this specification, the transmitting terminal equipment and re- 
ceiving terminal equipment will also be called by the common term 
10 Internet host. The Internet hosts can be typically used either as the 
source host SH and the destination host DH. In the present specifica- 
tion, the Internet hosts connected in a wireless manner with the Internet 
network are called a wireless terminal. 

15 An Internet host, coupled to the Internet network via a local area net- 
work LAN, is either provided with a permanently defined Internet ad- 
dress or the address is a dynamic address generated by the server of 
the local area network (for example by using a dynamic host configu- 
ration protocol DHCP). In case the Internet host is coupled by a modem 

20 to a telecommunication network, the telecommunication terminal must 
ask for an Internet address from an Internet service provider to which 
the Internet host is registered. This is conducted e.g. according to a 
point-to-point protocol (PPP) formed above the Internet protocol layer. 
In both cases, the information to be transmitted in the Internet is routed 

25 to the Internet host possibly via several communication networks and 
routers from a remote host by using a determined Internet address. 

The IP defines the transmission of the communication in packets 
(datagrams). The packet data transmission is one reason for the popu- 

30 larity of the Internet, because it allows transmission in bursts which 
does not require constant on-line connection and makes it possible that 
several Internet hosts are coupled in the same telephone connection. 
When a router receives a packet containing a destination address, the 
router routes the packet forward, if there is free capacity in the buffer 

35 memory of the router and at least one open telephone line. If there is 
not sufficiently memory space or no open telephone line available at the 
moment, the packet is rejected and the source host or the preceding 
router must try retransmission later. In general, the Internet does not 
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support time-critical data transmission, and the method of best effort 
offered by the Internet protocol is sufficient. 

In the transmission of packets according to the Internet protocol, the 
5 packets can be transmitted directly to the receiver only when the net- 
work elements of the addresses of both the host and the destination are 
the same. In other cases, the packets are transmitted to a router which 
takes care of transmitting the packets further, either to the next router 
or to the destination, if the recipient is in the network of the router. In 

10 each router, each packet entering the router is transferred from the 
data link layer according to the OSI model to the network layer, where 
the header of the packets is examined, and on the basis of the address 
data therein, a decision is made where the packet is to be transmitted. 
For transmission, the packets are transferred back to packets of the 

15 data link layer. The packets running the same path constitute a so- 
called communication stream. Because the Internet protocol has the 
character of a connectionless protocol, the above-mentioned opera- 
tions must be conducted for each packet entering the router. If the 
communication layer is fast, for example in accordance with the asyn- 

20 chronous transfer mode ATM, the processing of the packets takes a 
significant part of the time used for transmission. Thus, the whole 
transmission capacity of the transfer line cannot be utilised effectively. 
For correcting this situation, e.g. Internet Engineering Task Force 
(IETF)..has developed a solution in which an attempt is made to accel- 

25 erate the routing of communication streams. In this solution, which is 
called Layer 3/Layer 2 switching (L3/L2 switching) or Multi Protocol 
Label Switching (MPLS), an attempt is made to switch the communica- 
tion flows in the router directly on the data link layer, thereby reducing 
the need for performing time consuming routing on the basis of the ad- 

30 dress data of the network layer. 

In an MPLS switching solution, so-called MPLS domains are formed. 
When a packet arrives to the router of such an MPLS domain, routing is 
conducted on the network layer. In this context, a short label of fixed 
35 length is added to the packet. Packets provided with such a label can 
be switched in the router by utilising the routing table of the data link 
layer, thereby avoiding the routing of the network layer. The label is 
used as an index in the table which determines the switching to the next 
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router to be carried out in the router. Thus, in the MPLS .domain, the 
routing of the network layer is thus conducted at the stage when the 
packet comes to the domain and, in a corresponding manner, when the 
packet leaves the domain. In contrast, it is possible to conduct a faster 
switching inside the domain in the data link layer. However, this solution 
requires that in each router of the MPLS domain, also a network layer 
protocol is implemented at least partially, as well as Internet protocol 
stack. In the MPLS domain, there are always three routers participating 
in the switching: the router that has transmitted the packet, the router 
switching the packet, and the next router receiving the packet. Because 
the routers are normally permanent, also the switching table can be 
made permanent and be updated in situations when new routers are 
added or routers in use are removed. 

Telecommunication networks and the Internet are two significant world- 
wide communication networks, and wireless telecommunication termi- 
nals are being developed for coupling therewith and for their use. For 
example, cellular networks make it possible to couple a wireless tele- 
communication terminal to a telecommunication network and offer a 
high quality of service with circuit-switched technology. These cellular 
networks and other mobile communication networks can be utilised also 
for coupling to the Internet network and for utilising multimedia services. 
However, the circuit-switched system has the disadvantage that the 
connection from a wireless telecommunication terminal to a wireless 
communication network is turned on during the whole connection, 
which takes up the capacity of the wireless communication network and 
limits the number of simultaneous connections. 

Data transmission in packet form improves the degree of capacity utili- 
sation of the communication channel in general, not only for retrieving 
information from the Internet. For example, packet data transmission 
can be used in applications, such as voice calls, video negotiations and 
other communications according to different standards. However, some 
of these applications are time-critical. For example in a real-time voice 
call, the service of best effort offered by the Internet protocol may 
cause significant delays in the transmission and transfer of the audio 
signal, which affects the understanding of the received audio signal so 
that e.g. speech is almost or totally unintelligible. Moreover, the delay 
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(the time consumed from the transmission to the receipt of the packet) 
may vary during the transmission of the audio signal, depending on e.g. 
the load of the communication network and variations in transmission 
errors. The same applies also to the transmission of a video signal in 
5 real time. There may also be situations where the users of the Internet 
do not want as long delays as occur in many cases for obtaining infor- 
mation from the Internet. 

In radio links, data is typically transmitted in a channel which is a certain 
frequency range. Within one system, several channels can be available 
simultaneously. Further, in full duplex data transmission, there are 
separate transmitting and receiving channels, whereby for example a 
base station transmits on the transmitting channel to the terminal de- 
vice and the terminal device transmits on the receiving channel to the 
base station. A problem with radio links is that the radio channel is a 
limited resource which limits e.g. the band width and/or number of 
channels that can be reserved as well as the data transmission rate 
available for the radio link. The radio channel is liable to disturbances, 
such as distortion of the received signal caused by multi-channel 
propagation which is due to the fact that the same signal is received at 
the destination through different routes at different times. To reduce the 
effect of disturbances, part of the data transmission capacity must be 
used for transmitting error connection data with the packets, and 
achieving a desired error probability rate may require several packet 
retransmissions, which reduces the capacity of the radio link. 

In radio links, where several data transmission flows are transmitted on 
one channel, packets of these different data transmission flows are 
multiplexed. The transmission order can be affected by arranging 
30 packets of different data transmission flows in an order of priority, 
whereby packets of a flow with higher priority are transmitted more 
often than packets of a flow with lower priority. These include packets 
of a real-time application which are preferably made as short as possi- 
ble. On the other hand, packets of applications with lower priority are 
35 often considerably longer than packets with higher priority. Such a long 
packet prevents the transmission of other packets as long as the 
transmission of the packet takes, unless a method for determining the 
quality of service is available also in a wireless connection. This may 
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cause considerable delays also in the transmission of packets with 
higher priority, and reduce the quality of service. 

Problems are caused in wireless communication also by mobility of the 
5 wireless terminal device, wherein as the connection of the terminal de- 
vice changes to another base station, also the Internet connection has 
to be connected via this base station. Thus, also the routing may have 
to be changed. 

10 It is an aim of the present invention to provide a method for connecting 
a radio flow and a flow according to the Internet protocol in a wireless 
Internet connection. The method of the invention is primarily character- 
ised in what will be presented in the characterising portion of the ap- 
pended claim 1. The system of the invention is primarily characterised 

15 in what will be presented in the characterising portion of the appended 
claim 8. Further, the access point of the invention is primarily character- 
ised in what will be presented in the characterising portion of the ap- 
pended claim 12. The invention is based on the idea that a label is 
added to the packets of the data link layer in order to define which 

20 packets of the IP flow and radio flow belong to the same data flow. 

The present invention gives significant advantages to the methods and 
systems of prior art. By providing, in accordance with the invention, IP 
packets with a label, it is possible e.g. to implement the access point in 

25 a more simple manner, because implementation in the network layer 
level is thus not required at the access point, but a structure according 
to the data link layer and the physical layer added with the interlayer of 
the invention is sufficient therein. Thus, also the transmission of pack- 
ets is accelerated, because time-consuming routing in the network layer 

30 can be avoided at the access point. 

In the following, the invention will be described in more detail with ref- 
erence to the appended drawings, in which 

35 Fig. 1 shows the structure of the packet of the Internet protocol 
version IPv6, 
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Fig. 2 shows the coupling of a wireless Internet host to the Internet 
network in a reduced chart, 

Fig. 3 shows the functional blocks of the identification of IP flow 
5 and the definition of quality of service standard in a principle 

chart, 

Fig. 4a shows the propagation of and correlation between the IP 
flows and radio flows in the protocol layer in one system 
10 according to a preferred embodiment of the invention in a 

principle chart, 

Fig. 4b shows packets of different phases in one system according 
to a preferred embodiment of the invention in a principle 
15 chart, 

Fig. 5 shows an example of creating a radio flow label when de- 
tecting a data flow in a wireless communication network, 
and 

20 

Fig. 6 shows examples for placing the IP flow label in packets of 
different data transmission protocols. 

In the following, the invention will be described by using the GSM cellu- 
25 lar network as an example of a wireless communication network and a 
wireless communication device of the GSM system as the wireless 
Internet host, but the invention can also be applied in other wireless 
communication networks and wireless telecommunication terminals with 
the option for data transmission in packets. Such a wireless terminal 
30 MT can also consist of a computer, such as a portable computer, cou- 
pled with a wireless data transmission device, such as a radio modem. 

Figure 2 is a reduced chart showing the coupling of a wireless Internet 
host in the Internet network. The system consists of a wireless terminal 
35 MT, a radio access network 2 and a core network 3. The radio access 
network comprises the operations for accomplishing data transmission 
between the wireless terminal MT and the core network 3 as well as for 
controlling wireless resources, for setting up and down wireless data 



r 

WO 99/51055 



9 



PCT/F199/00237 



flows or radio flows, for moving the connection from one control station 
to another (handover), and possibly also for compressing packets e.g. 
according to the IPv6 standard. In this example, the functional elements 
of the radio access network include an access point 4, 4' (AP) and a 
5 mobile IP router 5 (Access Point Controller, APC). A radio communica- 
tion is set up between the access point 4 and the wireless terminal MT, 
for transmitting e.g. signals required for setting up the connection and 
information during the connection, such as data packets of an Internet 
application. The mobile IP router 5 controls over one or several access 
10 points 4, 4' and connections set up through them to wireless terminals 
MT. The radio access network 2 may comprise several mobile IP rout- 
ers 5, 5*, 5". In the GSM cellular network, the access point 4, 4' is a 
base station and the mobile IP router 5, 5', 5" a base station controller. 

15 The core network consists of nodes connected by wires in the Internet, 
such as routers and wired Internet hosts. 

The core network can be divided into so-called domains. These do- 
mains have a server computer or a corresponding router, by means of 

20 which the domain can communicate with other domains in the Internet. 
The Internet hosts in the domain, in turn, are coupled with the router of 
the domain. Figure 2 shows a core network with two such domains 6, 
6' which are intended for serving wireless terminals MT. These domains 
6, 6' include mobile domain (MD) routers 7, T which control the mobile 

25 IP routers 5, 5', 5 M coupled with the domain 6, 6'. Mobility is achieved in 
Internet protocol version 6 by supplementing the protocol with a data 
transmission method whereby the domains can transmit information 
from a wireless Internet host that has changed its domain. This data 
transmission method is called in this specification a home agent. In this 

30 context, reference is made to the Internet protocol standard version 
IPv6, where operation of this home agent is described in more detail. 
The mobile domain router 7, T contains the functional properties of the 
dynamic host configuration protocol version 6 DHCPv6 and the 
monitoring of the mobility of the wireless terminal MT between the 

35 mobile IP routers 5, 5', 5" coupled within the mobile domain 6, 6\ It 
should be mentioned that in some domains, there may be one or sev- 
eral conventional routers between the mobile domain router 7, 7" and 
the mobile IP router 5 f 5\ 5", even though these possible routers are 
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not shown in the appended Fig. 2. In the GSM cellular network, where 
the general packet radio service GPRS is used, the element corre- 
sponding to the mobile domain router 7, 7' is the serving GPRS support 
node SGSN. The element corresponding to the home agent in said 
GSM cellular network is the gateway GPRS support node GGSN. 

In this specification, data flow refers to the transmission of data packets 
belonging to the same communication/application. Respectively, wire- 
less data flow refers to the wireless transmission of data packets be- 
longing to the same communication/application, advantageously via the 
radio channel, whereby also the term radio flow is used. The packets 
may be e.g. packets complying with the Internet Protocol or GPRS 
packets of the GSM cellular network. The GPRS packet transmission 
system provides the possibility of 14 simultaneous connections in one 
terminal (wireless communication device) at the data transmission 
level. At present, the GPRS packet transmission offers the possibility of 
arranging the packets in four different levels of priority. The block re- 
served for this priority information in the packet can be modified into a 
block reserved for the radio flow label. In case there is a need to form 
at least as many radio flows as the number of simultaneous connec- 
tions, the corresponding number of bits are reserved for the radio flow 
label. Thus, two additional bits will be needed in addition to the priority 
block. 

IP flow is a data flow of network layer identified by one or more TCP/IP 
headers (block IP H in data packets of Figure 4b). Detection of IP flow 
is conducted by monitoring the data communication of the Internet net- 
work and by using an IP flow filter IPVS.The IP flow filter is used for de- 
fining the criteria on the basis of which the IP flow (IP) of network layer 
is detected from the packets of the data flow in the packet network. The 
IP flow filter can include variable criteria, such as the IP source ad- 
dress, the IP destination address, the TCP source port, the TCP desti- 
nation port, the protocol block, the type of service, the life time of the 
packet, etc. The mobile IP router 5 controls network communication 
and compares the information contained in the data flows with the cri- 
teria contained in the IP flow filter in order to detect IP flows. In the 
Internet protocol version 6, the block corresponding to the type of serv- 
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ice is the service grade, and the packet life time block is corresponded 
to by the router hop limit block. 

Correspondingly, a radio flow is a data flow transmitted in a wireless 
5 manner. Each radio flow is identified on the basis of the DLC address 
(data link control address DLC) of the wireless terminal device, the DLC 
address of access point, and the radio flow label. As the radio flow la- 
bel, a shorter label is used than in the IP flow filter, because the trans- 
fer of a long label consumes the capacity of the radio access network. 
10 By using e.g. an eight-bit radio flow label, it is possible to use in one 
wireless terminal MT simultaneously 256 different flow labels for differ- 
ent Internet applications. 

Each connection may be connected with one application, but the same 
15 application may involve also more than one connection. The data 
transmission flows of these different connections belonging to the same 
application can be identified by the address and port data of the source 
host and the destination host in the header of the packets. 

20 In prior art systems, the routing of these data flows to a wireless net- 
work is conducted by examining the address data in the IP flow in the 
network layer and, on the basis of this address data, a decision is made 
as to which wireless terminal MT the packet is transferred. This 
requires an IP protocol stack and the implementation of the network 

25 layer in the access point 4, which complicates the structure of the ac- 
cess point and retards the routing. In the system of the invention, a flow 
label (IPTAG) is added to the IP flow and a switching table is formed for 
connecting the IP flow label and the respective radio flow label to each 
other. In a system according to one preferred embodiment of the inven- 

30 tion, this is implemented in a manner that the mobile IP router 5 adds in 
the network layer this flow label IPTAG to a space reserved for this 
purpose in the header block of the IP packet coming from the Internet 
network and fulfilling the criteria of the IP flow filter. Subsequently, the 
mobile IP router 5 generates a packet according to a corresponding 

35 data link layer protocol, where this flow label IPTAG is added. This 
modified packet is transmitted to the access point 4 where it is re- 
ceived. In the access point 4, the IP flow label IPTAG in this packet ac- 
cording to the data link layer is examined, and a radio flow label corre- 
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sponding to this IP flow label is retrieved from the switching table, which 
is stored advantageously in a data base in a memory means of the ac- 
cess point 4. Subsequent to this, a corresponding packet of data link 
layer is formed according to the corresponding radio flow protocol. This 
5 packet is transmitted in a wireless manner to a wireless terminal MT 
addressed according to the transmission principles of the wireless 
communication network used at a time. Here in the wireless terminal 
MT, a radio flow label RFID is examined of the received packet, and the 
corresponding IP flow filter IPVS is retrieved from the switching table of 
10 the radio flow and IP flow stored in the wireless terminal MT, wherein a 
corresponding IP packet of network layer can be formed. 

A wireless communication system based on radio flows comprises a 
group of predetermined data flows for transmitting control messages 
15 and data. Formation of radio flows for transmission of TCP/IP flows 
comprises e.g. the following phases: identification of IP flows, determin- 
ing the quality of service corresponding to the IP flow for wireless com- 
munication, and signalling for forming a wireless communication. 

20 The mobile IP router 5 has a focal role in the identification of the IP flow 
and the determination of quality of service for wireless connection. The 
functional blocks required therein are flow policing, flow management, 
admission control, network management, quality of service manager 
(QoS manager), and wireless routing (mobile IP routing). The ap- 

25 pended Figure 3 shows these blocks in a principle chart. 

The flow policing block 301 examines data flows e.g. for the detection 
of IP flows to be routed to a wireless terminal MT. Having detected 
such a flow, the flow management block 302 uses the information pre- 

30 sent in the received IP flow for detecting the parameters of quality of 
service for said IP flow and the radio flow to be formed. This can be 
implemented by searching in a quality of service data base (block 303, 
in Figure 3) the data record (DB entry T1) that corresponds best to the 
information. The data records stored in the data base contain informa- 

35 tion from different data flows and the quality of service determinations 
of the IP flow corresponding to them, as well as the quality of service 
determinations of the corresponding radio flow in the wireless system to 
which the wireless terminal MT belongs. As known, various factors in 
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radio flows compared with wireline IP flows affect at least partially the 
quality of service. After finding a data record matching best to the ex- 
amined IP flow, the quality of sen/ice determinations of this data record 
are used for the radio flow that is formed. Subsequently, formation of a 
wireless connection is started. This formation block of wireless con- 
nection is designated in Figure 3 by reference numeral 304. A descrip- 
tion will be provided below in this specification relating to different 
phases in forming this connection for obtaining a desired quality level 
for wireless flow. 

Provided that a wireless connection at desired quality of service level is 
achieved, the quality of service data base 303 (DB Entry T2) is there- 
after updated by adding the data of the formed wireless connection and 
the IP flow corresponding thereto in the data base. The data contains 
e.g. the IP flow filter IPVS, the IP flow label IPTAG, the quality of serv- 
ice of IP flow (IP Flow QoS), the quality of service of radio flow (Radio 
Flow QoS), and the status of data flow. The data record further con- 
tains a radio flow label RFID corresponding to the IP flow label IPTAG, 
which is used when transferring packets between the IP flow and the 
radio flow, as will be described below in this specification. 

Properties of the IP flows are determined on the basis of the level of 
quality of service of the IP service. This information related to the qual- 
ity of service of the IP service can be determined e.g. by a network op- 
erator, wherein the network operator can set the parameters of the 
wireless network to correspond to the special requirements of the op- 
erator. On the other hand, the information on the quality of service of 
the IP flow can be defined also according to signalling related to the 
quality of service. For each level of quality of service of IP flow sup- 
ported in a wireless network, a quality of service manager block 306 is 
provided in the mobile IP router 5. This quality of service manager 
block 306 conducts updating of the data base irrespective of the flow 
policing block 301 and the flow manager block 302. The main task of 
the quality of service manager block 306 is to form above-mentioned 
data records in the data base wherein said flow labels and quality of 
service determinations are set for each IP flow. In practical embodi- 
ments, various levels of quality of service can be used for different 
wireless networks. 
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When connecting different services in the same physical wireless data 
link channel in wireless data communication, several factors affecting 
the quality of service have to be taken into consideration: bandwidth, 
time delay, multipath propagation, and reliability. Efficiency of the wire- 
less data link channel can be increased by grouping different connec- 
tions in a suitable manner, e.g. according to the level of quality of serv- 
ice of radio flows required by each connection. In addition, radio flows 
provide a flexible level determination of quality of service. Different 
levels of quality of service can be attained by providing different groups 
with different maximum time delays and by connecting different error 
correction methods, e.g. by using different error correction codes (FEC, 
CRC) and using acknowledgement requests (ARQ). 

Fig. 4a shows a principle chart on propagation of and correlation be- 
tween IP flows and radio flows on protocol level, and Fig. 4b illustrates 
packets in different phases in the mobile IP router 5, the access point 4 
and the wireless terminal MT. Figs. 4a and 4b show a wireless station 
as the Internet terminal, communicating in a wireless manner with the 
access point 4. This is illustrated by a data transmission block 401 of 
the wireless station and a wireless data transmission block 402 of the 
access point. The access point 4 is connected by a fixed data trans- 
mission network, e.g. Ethernet or ATM network, to the mobile IP router 
5, for which purpose the access point 4 and the mobile IP router 5 are 
provided with permanent data transmission blocks 403, 404. A block 
405 designated with broken lines illustrates a radio flow of data link 
layer L2 between the wireless terminal MT and the access point 4. The 
actual data transmission takes place via the physical layer L1 in a 
wireless manner, which is known as such. The IP flow, Le. the flow of 
network layer L3, is illustrated in a block 406, indicated by broken lines. 
The protocol used in the data link layer L2 is typically different in a 
wireless connection than in a landline connection. 

The radio flow 405 comprises a radio flow label (RFID) and definitions 
for the quality of service (Radio QoS). In a corresponding manner, the 
mobile IP router 5 has upon connection forming selected an IP flow la- 
bel IPTAG for each IP flow 406. This flow label IPTAG is advanta- 
geously an isometric block in the header of the packet. This IP flow la- 



OS5A2 1 > 



WO 99/51055 




PCT7F199/00237 



bel is added advantageously to the beginning of the IP packet of net- 
work layer, wherein the rest of the packet remains unaltered. This 
packet supplemented with IP flow label is generated into a packet 407 
of data link layer by framing it with header data 408 of the packet of 
5 data link layer. This packet 407 is received at the access point 4 and 
the IP flow label IPTAG is examined in order to detect the respective 
radio flow label RFID. These radio flow labels RFID and IP flow labels 
IPTAG fully correspond to each other, wherein an IP flow can be de- 
tected according to the respective radio flow label and vice versa. The 

10 access point 4 forms a packet 405 of radio flow, wherein the radio flow 
label RFID has been added. This packet is received in the wireless 
terminal MT and modified into a packet of IP flow according to the net- 
work layer. In the example illustrated in Fig. 4a, a protocol modification 
block (bridge) 407 is formed for conducting a protocol modification be- 

15 tween the packets of the IP flow and the radio flow. 

Since the IP-flow label is, in a way, formed between the network layer 
L3 and data link layer L2, this intermediate phase can be regarded as a 
sort of intermediate layer L2,5. Even if this functionality of the inter- 

20 mediate layer L2,5 has to be implemented both in the mobile IP router 5 
and in the access point 4, its implementation is still considerably easier 
than the implementation of the network layer at the access point 4, 
which entails that by employing an arrangement of the invention the 
access point 4 can be implemented in a simpler manner than in prior art 

25 solutions and, additionally, faster packet transmission is attained be- 
tween the Internet network and the wireless terminal. It is not necessary 
to implement the intermediate layer in the wireless terminal MT. 

Fig. 6 further illustrates examples of where the IP flow label IPTAG can 
30 be advantageously added in different data link protocols. By selecting a 
suitable constant length for the IP flow label IPTAG, it is possible to 
apply the same mechanism both in Ethernet data transmission and in 
ATM data transmission. 

35 The user of a wireless terminal MT can use the Internet network e.g. in 
a manner that an application program designed for this purpose, such 
as a browser, is initiated in the wireless terminal MT. The user of the 
wireless terminal selects in the application program the address of the 
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desired Internet server or Internet terminal to be the destination ad- 
dress. This can be e.g. the address of Internet server of the service 
provider with whom the user of the wireless terminal has made a con- 
tract to use Internet services. As mentioned earlier in the present speci- 
5 fication, this Internet address can be given as an octet numeral series, 
or addresses in text form can be used, wherein the domain name 
server in the server changes the address from text form to a numeral 
series according to the Internet protocol. 

10 In the following, data transmission from another Internet terminal to a 
wireless terminal will be described. The Internet application of the mo- 
bile station MT, to which the information is finally transferred, transmits 
said address in order to define the Internet source host. The data 
transmission is performed e.g. according to the GPRS standard from 

15 the wireless terminal MT to the GSM cellular network. The GSM cellular 
network changes the packet message to a message complying with the 
Internet protocol and transmits it to the Internet network. The informa- 
tion formed in the application is transferred to the wireless terminal MT 
according to the Internet protocol via the Internet network by routing, 

20 which is known as such, to the GSM network where the information is 
changed according to the packet transfer mechanisms of the cellular 
network, in this case to packets of the GPRS network. The information 
is transferred further through the mobile IP router 5 to the access point 
4 and further to the wireless terminal MT, where the received message 

25 is transferred to the application level to be handled by an application. 

The following further description relates to one preferred method for 
constituting a radio flow in the data transmission between a wireless 
terminal MT and the access point 4, 4\ The application is an Internet 

30 application of the wireless terminal MT where information according to 
the Internet protocol is transmitted to the Internet network. The present 
specification gives no detailed description of the packet formation be- 
tween the wireless terminal MT and the mobile communication network, 
which can vary in different mobile communication networks and is prior 

35 art known by person skilled in the art. Fig. 5 is a principal chart illustrat- 
ing this formation of a radio flow for data transmission between the 
mobile station MT and the mobile IP router 5. All data transmission is 
based on packets and routed in accordance with the Internet protocol. 
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The mobile IP router 5 delects that the data flow which it has received 
from the Internet network is one that should be provided with a radio 
flow with a certain quality of service (block 501 in Fig. 5). The mobile IP 
router 5 examines whether a sufficient supply of resources is available 
5 in data transmission between the wireless terminal MT and the access 
point 4 for obtaining the desired quality of service level for said flow FID 
(block 502). If a sufficient supply of resources is available, the mobile IP 
router 5 starts signalling with the wireless terminal MT through the 
access point 4. The mobile IP router 5 sends a flow activating message 

10 QoS_FLOW-ACTIVATE to the wireless terminal MT (arrow 503), where 
the received message is processed in an Internet protocol interface 
MT-IP. In the flow activating message e.g. an IP flow filter IPVS is 
transmitted, on the basis of which the mobile station MT can recognise 
the IP flows from the received packets in the network layer. Further, the 

15 mobile IP router 5 sends a request message for forming a radio flow 
R_Flow_Open_req to the access point 4 (arrow 505), where the link 
connection interface AP-DLC of the access point conducts resource 
allocation for the radio flow (block .507). In this message, the IP flow 
filter IPVS is advantageously transmitted to the access point 4. In the 

20 wireless terminal MT, a request message for generating a radio flow 
R_Flow_Open-req (arrow 504) is formed in the Internet protocol inter- 
face MT-IP on the basis of the flow activating message QoS_FLOW- 
ACTIVE, said message being transmitted to link connection interface 
MT-DLC of the wireless terminal. The link connection interface MT-DLC 

25 selects a radio flow identification RFID for the radio flow to be formed, 
as well as the resources required by the flow to ensure the quality of 
service (block 506). Subsequently, the link connection interface MT- 
DLC transmits a radio flow activation message R_FLOW_ACTIVATE to 
the access point 4 (arrow 508). The radio flow activation message in- 

30 eludes e.g. the IP flow filter IPVS and the corresponding radio flow 
identification RFID. The link connection interface AP-DLC of the access 
point selects the respective IP flow filter IPVS and, for connecting the 
radio flow label RFID, an IP flow label IPTAG, and stores the IP flow la- 
bel IPTAG and the radio flow label RFID in a switching table (block 

35 509). After this, the access point 4 transmits an acknowledgement 
message R_FLOW_ACTIVE_ACK to the link connection interface MT- 
DLC of the wireless terminal (arrow 510), which communicates this ac- 
knowledgement to the Internet protocol interface MT-DLC of the wire- 
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less terminal in a flow-open message R_Fiow_Open_cnf (arrow 511). 
Correspondingly, the access point 4 sends to the mobile IP router 5 a 
tlow-open message R_Flow_Open_cnf (arrow 512) including the IP 
flow label IPTAG, wherein the mobile IP router 5 can add the correct IP 
flow label IPTAG to the packets of the IP flow. At the end of the radio 
flow generating phase, the Internet protocol interface of the wireless 
terminal MT-DLC transmits an acknowledgement of flow activation 
message QoS_FLOW_ACTIVATE_ACK to the mobile IP router 5 
(arrow 513). The activated flow is illustrated by block 514 in Fig. 5. 

Also other data flows coming from the Internet network and addressed 
to the Internet application of the wireless terminal MT can enter the 
mobile IP router 5. Thus, the mobile IP router 5 detects that a flow label 
can be defined for these flows, wherein the mobile IP router 5 examines 
the service level desired for each flow and examines whether there is a 
sufficient supply of recources available for attaining and maintaining the 
desired service level. Here, the mobile IP router 5 also takes into 
account other radio flows active at the time and examines whether the 
desired service level can be provided to a flow without risking the serv- 
ice level of the active flows. In case the service level can be achieved, 
each flow to be generated will undergo the above described signalling, 
with which e.g. a radio flow label is determined for the radio flow. 

In case the radio channel lacks a sufficient supply of resources for at- 
taining the desired quality of service, it is possible to continue the radio 
flow on a lower quality of service, e.g. by a transmission according to 
the best effort, wherein the Internet terminal that has sent the flow can 
be informed thereof. If necessary, it is possible to inquire the user 
whether information is desired to be transferred in spite of the quality or 
service being lower than desired, or whether the data transmission is to 
be interrupted. 

For defining the quality of service QoS, it is possible to utilise informa- 
tion in the header of the application received in the Internet message. 
At present, a standard is under development on how these qualities of 
service could be presented and what they could be. In any case, a 
message according to the Internet protocol contains, in the header, in- 
formation about the type of the application, which can be e.g. an audio 
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application, a video application, a data application, or a combination of 
these. These applications of different types have different require- 
ments. For example, the real-time processing of audio and video appli- 
cations usually requires that the packets must be transmitted to the 
5 destination within a certain response time or otherwise the packets 
must be rejected. However, in data transmission, for example in the 
transmission of program files, it is the correctness, not real-time proc- 
essing, of data transmission that is important. In presently known meth- 
ods and cellular networks, it is defined at the design state, what is the 

10 error probability rate in data transmission, on the basis of which it is 
possible to select the error correction algorithms and to set e.g. a 
maximum number of retransmissions. All packet information is transmit- 
ted according to the same criteria. If any packet is transmitted incor- 
rectly, it is retransmitted. These retransmissions are conducted either 

15 as long as the packet is received correctly or, if a response time is de- 
fined for the packet, the packet is rejected if it cannot be received within 
the prescribed time or the maximum number of retransmissions is ex- 
ceeded. Since in audio and video applications even a partly incorrectly 
received information would be sufficient, this retransmission constitutes 

20 an unnecessary load on the radio access network. On the other hand, 
the additional load reduces the radio resources available for other 
applications and thus interferes also with the quality of service obtained 
by other applications. For detecting and correcting errors, several 
methods have been developed which are prior art to an expert in the 

25 field, wherein it is rendered unnecessary to discuss them in more detail 
in this context. Further, it should be mentioned that increasing the error 
detection and error correction capacity by error detection and correction 
algorithms will increase the need of data transmission. These 
conflicting demands set a limit to the criterioin how efficient an algo- 

30 rithm is selected, to prevent an unnecessary delay in data transmission. 

For various service levels various requirements can be defined. For ex- 
ample, a poorer error probability requirement can be defined for audio 
and video packets than for data packets. On the other hand, due to the 
35 real-time requirement, a higher priority can be defined for audio and 
video packets than for data packets. Thus, the data packets are sent at 
a slower pace if the radio access network is loaded. Further criteria de- 
scribing the quality of service can include e.g. response time within 
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which the packet has to be received or else it will be rejected. By joining 
these different criteria, several different quality of service levels are 
obtained. In definitions of quality of service level, also other criteria can 
be utilised than those described above. 

5 

These quality of service levels and the respective bits in the header that 
are examined are e.g. tabulated by the mobile IP router 5, wherein, by 
examining these bits of the header, the mobile IP router 5 fetches a cor- 
responding quality of service level from the table. These quality of 
10 service levels comprise, stored in the mobile IP router 5, the data of 
special requirements for each quality of service level, of which e.g. er- 
ror probability, priority and response time were mentioned above in this 
specification. 

15 These definitions for quality of service are transmitted from the mobile 
IP router 5 to the access point 4, which according to this information 
e.g. defines the transmission order of the packets to be transmitted. 
Simultaneously, several Internet applications can be arranged to be 
transferred by one access point 4. For each of these different applica- 

20 tions, preferably a separate queue is formed, in which packets are 
transferred for transmission. From these packets in different queues, 
the access point 4 selects the packet that is to be transmitted at a time. 

The method of the invention can be used also in other packet data 
25 transmission protocols and information networks. Also, in addition to 
the routings known from the Internet network, the invention can be ap- 
plied in coupling solutions developed forthe Internet networks where 
the router is used for examining the route between data flows and 
coupling on the hardware level. 

30 

The invention is not limited solely to the embodiments presented above, 
but it can be modified within the scope of the appended claims. 
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Claims : 

1 . A method in packet data transmission between a wireless terminal 
(MT) and a mobile IP router (5, 5', 5") having data communication with 

5 a data network utilising the Internet protocol (IP), in which method a first 
data communication is formed between the wireless terminal (MT) and 
an access point (4,4') and a second data communication between the 
access point (4, 4') and the mobile IP router (5, 5\ 5") for transferring IP 
flows between the wireless terminal (MT) and the mobile IP router (5, 

10 5\ 5"), and which first data communication is a wireless data commu- 
nication, characterised in that in the method an IP flow filter (IPVS) is 
defined for at least one IP flow for the identification of the IP flow, a ra- 
dio flow label (RFID) and an IP flow label (IPTAG) are defined for a 
wireless flow corresponding to said IP flow, wherein said radio flow la- 

15 bel (RFID) is connected to the packets of said first data communication, 
and said IP flow label (IPTAG) is connected to the packets of said 
second data communication. 

2. A method according to claim 1 , characterised in that the IP flow 
20 label (IPTAG) is defined in a centralised manner, preferably at the mo- 
bile IP router (5, 5\ 5"). 

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, characterised in that the IP 
flow label (IPTAG) of the IP flow and the radio flow label (RFID) of the 

25 radio flow corresponding thereto is stored at the access point (4, 4'). 

4. A method according to claim 3, characterised in that the data 
transmission is divided into at least a network layer (L3), a data link 
layer (L2) and a physical layer (L1), wherein the IP flow label (IPTAG) is 

30 added to the packets of the network layer (L3). 

5. A method according to claim 4, characterised in that at the ac- 
cess point (4), data transmission is conducted in the data link layer (L2) 
and the physical layer (L1). 

35 

6. A method according to claim 4 or 5, characterised in that the 
packets of the data link layer (L2) are formed of packets according to 
the Internet protocol. 
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7. A method according to any of claims 1 to 6, characterised in that 
the packets of the radio flow are transferred as GPRS packets in the 
radio access network (2). 

8. A data transmission system comprising: 

at least one wireless terminal (MT), 
at least one mobile IP router (5, 5\ 5"), 

an access point (4, 4') for transmitting data as packet data 
transfer between the wireless terminal (MT) and the mobile IP 
router (5, 5', 5"), 

means (401 , 402) for forming a first data communication be- 
tween the wireless terminal (MT) and the access point (4, 4') 
and means (403, 404) for forming a second data communi- 
cation between the access point (4, 4') and the mobile IP 
router (5, 5', 5") for transferring IP flows between said wire- 
less terminal (MT) and said mobile IP router (S.S'.S 1 '), 
characterised in that the system further comprises: 

means (5, 5\ 5") for defining an IP flow filter (IPVS) for at 

least one IP flow for the identification of the IP flow, 

means (MT, 5, 5', 5") for defining a radio flow label (RFID) for 

the radio flow corresponding to said IP flow, 

means (5, 5', 5") for defining an IP flow label (IPTAG) for said 

IP flow, 

means (MT, 4, 4') for connecting a radio flow label (RFID) to 
the packets of said first data communication, and 
means (4, 4\ 5, 5', 5") for connecting an IP flow label (IPTAG) 
to the packets of said second data communication. 

9. A system according to claim 8, characterised in that the access 
point (4, 4') comprises means (303) for storing the IP flow label of IP 
flow (IPTAG) and the radio flow label (RFID) of radio flow correspond- 
ing thereto. 

10. A system according to claim 9, characterised in that the access 
point (4, 4') comprises means (303) for examining the IP flow label 
(IPTAG) from the IP flow packets, and means (303) for searching the 
stored radio flow label (RFID) according to said IP flow label (IPTAG). 
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11. A system according to claim 9 or 10, characterised in that the ac- 
cess point (4, 4') comprises means (303) for examining the radio flow 
label (RFID) in packets of the wireless flow, and means (303) for 

5 searching the stored IP flow label (IPTAG) according to said radio flow 
label (RFID). 

12. An access point (4, 4') comprising means (401, 402) for forming 
the first data communication between the wireless terminal (MT) and 

10 the access point (4, 4') and means (403, 404) for forming the second 
data communication between the access point (4, 4') and the mobile IP 
router (5, 5\ 5") for transmitting IP flows as a packet data transmission 
between the wireless terminal (MT) and the mobile IP router (5, 5', 5"), 
characterised in that the access point (4, 4') further comprises: 
15 - means (5, 5', 5") for at least one IP flow for identification of 

the IP flow for reception of the defined IP flow filter (IPVS), 
means (MT, 5, 5', 5") for the reception of the radio flow label 
(RFID) defined for the radio flow corresponding to said IP 
flow, 

20 - means (5, 5, 5") for defining an IP flow label (IPTAG) for said 

IP flow, and 

means (4, 4\ 5, 5', 5") for connecting an IP flow label (IPTAG) 
to the packets of said second data communication. 
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(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to a method for supporting the quality of service (QoS) in packet data transmission between a wireless terminal 
(MT) having data communication with a radio access network, and a data network (LN), in which method data transmission between the 
terminal (MT) and the radio access network (2) is controlled by at least one mobile IP router (5. 5'. 5 ). Further, in me method data is 
transmitted in radio flows between the wireless terminal (MT) and the mobile IP router (5. 5', 5"). In the method, a flow label is defined 
for at least one radio flow and the desired quality of service is defined for the radio flow. 
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